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Background 

Climate change and variability is expected to exacerbate existing pressure on quality, quantity and 

variability of freshwater resources. This in turn will affect the security, both in terms of safety and 

availability of drinking-water supplies, impacting water supply services and ultimately public health. 

As a proactive risk assessment and management approach, water safety plans (WSPs) are set to play 

an increasingly pivotal role in supporting countries to achieve their Sustainable Development Goal 

(SDG) commitments relating to the “safe” supply of drinking-water. However, WSPs may also 

support the realization of SDGs beyond Goal 6. Notably, the WSP approach is increasingly being 

recognized as an opportune framework for the management of climate-related risks, which may 

support the realization of Goal 13 relating to combatting the impacts of climate change.  

Climate resilient water safety planning may effectively manage climate-related risks by considering 

the implications of climate change and variability at key steps in the water safety planning process. 

Climate resilient WSPs can support the short-, medium- and long-term safe management and 

security of drinking-water supplies, despite future uncertainties with respect to a changing climate. 

The Protocol on Water and Health, through its programme of work for 2017-2019, promotes the 

adoption of the WSP approach in policy and practice in the pan-European region.  

Objective 

The objective of this workshop is to provide a clear understanding of how the WSP approach can 

address the impacts of climate change and variability on water supply management. The integration 

of climate considerations into the WSP planning cycle will be discussed as a means to effectively 

identify, assess and manage climate-related risks, with practical examples from a water utility 

perspective. The workshop will also provide a platform for open discussion for experience sharing to 

support the development and implementation of climate resilient WSPs. 

Agenda 

Time Content Presenter 

13h15 – 13h20 Welcome, introduction and objectives Rory McKeown (WHO) 

13h20 – 13h30 Introduction to water safety planning Oliver Schmoll (WHO) 

13h30 – 13h50 Water safety planning for climate 
resilient water supplies 

Rory McKeown (WHO) 

13h50 – 14h00 Impact of drought in WSPs: case study 
from Portugal 

Rui Sancho (Aguas do Algarve) 

14h00 – 14h25 Plenary discussion All 

14h25 – 14h30 Closing remarks Oliver Schmoll (WHO) 

14h30 Closure of workshop 

 


